POPULAR TALES

CHAPTER  VI

IT is now time to give some account of the Betteswoith family.
The history of their indolence, extravagance, quarrels, and ruin,
shall be given as shortly as possible.

The fortune left to them by Captain Bettesworth was nearly
twenty thousand pounds. When they got possession of this
sum, they thought it could never be spent; and each individual
of the family had separate plans of extravagance, for which
they required separate supplies. Old Bettesworth, in his youth,
had seen a house of Squire Somebody, which had struck his
imagination, and he resolved he would build just such another.
This was his favourite scheme, and he was delighted with the
thoughts that it would be realised. His wife and his sons
opposed the plan, merely because it was his ; and consequently
he became more obstinately bent upon having his own way,
as he said, for once in his life. He was totally ignorant of
building ; and no less incapable, from his habitual indolence,
of managing workmen : the house might have been finished
for one thousand five hundred pounds; it cost him two
thousand pounds : and when it was done, the roof let in the
rain in sundry places, the new ceilings and cornices were
damaged, so that repairs and a new roof, with leaden gutters,
and leaden statues, rost him some additional hundreds. The
furnishing of the house Mrs. Hettesworth took upon herself;
and Sally took upon herself to find fault with every article that
her mother bought. The quarrels were loud, bitter, and at
last irreconcilable. There was a looking-glass which the
mother wanted to have in one room, and the daughter insisted
upon putting it into another; the looking-glass was broken
between them in the heat of battle. The blame was laid on
Sally, who, in a rage, declared she would not and could not
live in the house with her mother. Her mother was rejoiced
to get rid of her, and she went to live with a lieutenant's lady
in the neighbourhood, with whom she had been acquainted
three weeks and two days. Half by scolding, half by cajoling
her father, she prevailed upon him to give her two thousand
pounds for her fortune; promising never to trouble him any
more for anything.
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